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3rd Sunday After Epiphany
Introduction God’s glory is revealed in the reading of scripture. People stand at
attention. People weep. People prostrate themselves in prayer. The unity of the
church is another reflection of God’s glory. Most gloriously, the promises of God
are fulfilled in the person of Jesus Christ. Gather round. Listen up. Glimpse the
glory of God.
Prelude
Welcome & Announcements

Pastor Ann Williams

Gathering
Please stand as you are able.
Thanksgiving for Baptism (adapted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship)
Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, the fountain of living water, who gave us birth, our
light and our salvation.
Amen.
Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God’s mercy and
forgiveness.
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.
We give you thanks, O God,
for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters and by your Word you
created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight.
We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, and above all we praise you for the
gift of new life in Jesus Christ. Shower us with your Spirit, and renew our lives
with your forgiveness, grace, and love.
To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord in the unity of the
Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen!

Gathering Song

#815 I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light
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Litany for the Third Sunday after the Epiphany
Those who are poor in spirit, rejoice!
For Christ has come to bring good news to the poor.
He will enrich our spirit!
He has the power to heal.
Christ has come to release us from our sins.
Christ has come to release us from our fears.
Christ has come to free us from our oppressions.
For Christ's presence in our lives makes our lives worth living!
Apostolic Greeting
Arise shine; for the Light has come!
The glory of the Lord has risen upon us!
The grace of God that extends to all nations in Christ Jesus through the work of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
Prayer of the Day
Blessed Lord God, you have caused the holy scriptures to be written for the nourishment
of your people. Grant that we may hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly
digest them, that, comforted by your promises, we may embrace and forever hold
fast to the hope of eternal life, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Please be seated.

Word
First Reading

Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10

The exiles have returned. Under Nehemiah they have rebuilt the city of Jerusalem and its
walls. Now the people ask Ezra, the priest, to read the Law of Moses to them in the public
square. When they hear it, they weep for their sins, for the long years in exile, and for the
joy of the Lord that was their strength.
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.
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Psalm

Psalm 19
The teaching of the LORD revives the soul. (Ps. 19:7)
Let us read responsively and sing from Psalm 19.

Text: Psalm 19. Music: John R. Paradowski. Copyright © 2022. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

The heavens declare the glory of God, and the sky proclaims its maker’s handiwork.
One day tells its tale to another, and one night imparts knowledge to another.
Although they have no words or language, and their voices are not heard,
their sound has gone out into all lands, and their message to the ends of the world,
where God has pitched a tent for the sun.
It comes forth like a bridegroom out of his chamber; it rejoices like a champion to run its
course.
It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens and runs about to the end of it
again; nothing is hidden from its burning heat. Refrain
The teaching of the LORD is perfect and revives the soul; the testimony of the LORD is
sure and gives wisdom to the simple.
The statutes of the LORD are just and rejoice the heart; the commandment of the
LORD is clear and gives light to the eyes.
The fear of the LORD is clean and endures forever; the judgments of the LORD are true
and righteous altogether.
More to be desired are they than gold, more than much fine gold, sweeter far than
honey, than honey in the comb. Refrain
By them also is your servant enlightened, and in keeping them there is great reward.
Who can detect one’s own offenses? Cleanse me from my secret faults.
Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins; let them not get dominion over
me; then shall I be whole and sound, and innocent of a great offense.
Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in your
sight, O LORD, my strength and my redeemer. Refrain
Second Reading
1 Corinthians 12:12-31a
The apostle and pastor Paul uses the metaphor of the human body to describe how
intimately connected we are in the church. For this struggling congregation in Corinth,
Paul delivers a vital message of unity that is a mark of the church today.
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God

Please stand as you are able.
Gospel Acclamation
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Alleluia! Glory Be

Text: Arden Mead. Text Copyright © 2004. Creative Communication for the Parish. All rights reserved. Used by
permission. Music: Conrad Kocher, 1786-1872. Tune: Dix. Meter: 77 77 77

Gospel

Luke 4:14-21
Near the beginning of Jesus’ public ministry, he visits his hometown of Nazareth. In the
words of Isaiah, he clearly states his purpose and mission.
The holy gospel according to Luke, the 4th chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.
The Gospel of the Lord for you this day.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated.
Sermon

Pastor Ann Williams

Please stand as you are able.
Hymn of the Day
#843 Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness
(Prayer Cards will be collected during the Hymn of the Day)
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Profession of Faith
Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God,
Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the
Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
Prayers of Intercession
The Spirit of the Lord is poured out upon us in abundance; so we are bold to pray for the
church, the world, and all that God has made.
…God of grace,
hear our prayer.
Since we have such great hope in your promises, O God, we lift these and all of our
prayers to you in confidence and faith; through Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen.

Sharing the Peace of Christ
The peace of the Lord be with you all.
And also with you.
Please be seated.
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Thanksgiving
Musical Offering

Please stand as you are able.
Canticle of Thanksgiving

Will You Come and Follow Me arr. by Tom Trenney
– Senior Choir
#185 Create in Me a Clean Heart

Text: Psalm 51. Music: Liturgy of Joy, James M. Capers, b. 1948. Music Copyright © 1993 Augsburg Fortress.
Podcast/Streamed/Reprinted with permission under One License A-703603. All rights reserved.

Thanksgiving for the Word
Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you made all things: you spoke
light into darkness, called forth beauty from chaos, and brought life into being.
For your Word of life, O God,
we give you thanks and praise.
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By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your wonderful gifts: freedom from
captivity, water on the desert journey, a pathway home from exile, wisdom for
life with you. For your Word of life, O God,
we give you thanks and praise.
Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and call us to witness: forgiveness
through the cross, life to those entombed by death, the way of your self-giving
love. For your Word of life, O God,
we give you thanks and praise.
Send your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within us: renew our faith, increase
our hope, and deepen our love, for the sake of a world in need. Faithful to your
Word, O God, draw near to all who call on you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever.
Amen.
Lord’s Prayer
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

Sending
Christian Unity Week
God of love, through Christ you said to us: “You did not choose me, but I chose you.”
You seek us, you invite us to receive your friendship and abide in it.
Teach us to respond more deeply to this invitation and grow in a life that is ever
more complete.
God of life, you call us to be praise in the midst of the world and to welcome one another
as a gift of your grace.
May your loving gaze, which rests upon each person, open us to receive each other
just as we are.
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God who gathers, you knit us together as one vine in your Son Jesus. May your loving
Spirit abide in us .
Grant that together we might celebrate you with joy.
God of the one vineyard, you call us to abide in your love in all we do and say. Touched
by your goodness, grant us to be a reflection of that love.
The joy of our heart is in God.
Sending Song

#314 Arise, Your Light Has Come!

Blessing
Go forth as children of the light. Shine forth in the darkness. Let the Gospel become flesh
in you, and may the love, peace, and joy of Christ radiate from your life. The
blessings of God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit be upon you and remain with
you forever.
Amen.
Dismissal
Go forth as light into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit.
Thanks be to God.
Postlude
------------------------------------------------You are invited to stay for the healing service at this time. Please come to the front of the
sanctuary.

